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dedication. 


TO 

COMMON  SENSE. 

t 

Thou  venerable  Arbiter  of 
Science  and  of  human  Con- 
duel’,  univerfallv  to  be  cultivated 
and  adored  ! How  feldom  do  the 
Sons  of  iEfculapius  bend  as  hum- 
• We  Votaries  i^hy  Shrine  ! Many 
of  thgni  have.Miiehtably  j'eclucleti 
thcmfelves  from  thy  irradiating 
Influence : fome  bewildered  by 
nnmberlefs  mounds  of  Mud,  their 
own  creation  : fome  confounded 
by  artificial  Clouds  and  Darknefs  : 
and  fome,  flrange  to  tell  I have 
fatally  deviated  from  the  Path 
a 2 leading 
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leading  to  thy  Temple,  becauf^ 
it  is  patent  and  obvious.  Of  tell- 

er have  they  idolatroufly  become 
the  fleady  Devotees  of  CHAOS,  thy 
potent  and  gloomy  Rival,  bending 
to  the  Fi^ions  of  their  monflrotilly 
teeming  Imaginations. 

If  ever  thy  feeblefl  Ray  has  in 
any  degree  ilhimined  my  Mind, 
deign  to  accept  tliis  Dedication  of 

“ Outlines  of  the  THEORYaiiLl 

“ Cure  of  Fever  as  arefpecl- 
fnl  Oblation  from  thy  humbleR 
Admirer,  A 


The  AUTHOR. 


PREFACE. 


TH  E great  advantages  every 
man  derives  from  Society, 
oblige  him  in  the  moft  lacred 
manner,  as  far  as  liis  talents  per- 
mit, to  promote  its  welfare  and 
accommodation.  It  cannot  be  de- 
nied that  the  humane,  the  focial 
exertion  of  Individuals  to  this 
grand  obje<fl,  ^en  when  unfuc- 
ccfsful,  defervflrpprobation. 

Society  is  not  more  intcrefled 
in  any  circum fiance,  than  the  pre- 
vention and  cure  of  Difeafe ; no 
modification  of  Difeafe,  probably 
not  nil  others  befide,  commits 
fuch  extenflve  depredations  a- 
a 3 mong 


2 PREFACE. 

mong  T^Iankind,  as  that  One,  nam- 
ed Fever  ; it  is  a Theme,  there- 
fore, weighty  and  import  nut  j and 
meriting  fundamental  inveftigation. 

Medical  Writings  on  the  fuh- 
jecT  of  Fever,  for  the  moft  part, 
have  ever  appeared  to  me  to  be 
unfatisfaefiory,  confnfed,  unprin- 
cipled, and  therefore,  unphilofo- 
phical  : I fear  they  have  been  not 
a little  baneful  in  their  pradical 
application. 

It  . is  my  earrt^'ft  will),  in  the 
publication  of  the  followin^pages, 
to  reduce  the  Doarinc  andTreatmeut 
of  Fever  to  a rational  ^ndfalur 
tary  fimplicity.  Indifpenfiblc  A- 
vocations  prevent  me  from  exhi- 
biting a full  Delineation  of  this 

ffrand  Subjea  : to  trace  its  Out- 
® lines, 
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LINES  with,  perhaps,  an  adventu- 
rous pencily  is  all  at  prefent  I can 
overtake. 

How  far  I liave  obtained  the 
graiilication  of  my  wifli,  remains 
with  the  candid  and  impartial  to 
determine : thefe  only  I regard  as 
judges,  and  to  thefe  alone  I appeal, 

I have  purpofely  avoided  all 
technical  Terms  and  ExprelHons 
as  far  as  poffible,  ambitious  that 
it  might  be  in  tlie  power-  of 
any  Reader,  commonly  acquainted 
with  Literature  and  Philolbphy,  to 
dilcern  and  comprehend  my  Sen- 
timents and  to  decide  upon  them. 

In  detailing  my  Opinions,  which 
is  done  freely^  although  altoge- 
ther fearkfs  of  the  confequences,  I 

have 
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have  not  made  any  nominal  or 
parriciilar  reference  to  any  Author* 
I will  dilregard  a/io?iymous  criti- 
cifms,  but  will  rerpcafully  join  If- 
fue  in  any  open  and  caiidid  at- 
tack. As  far  as  my  Ihiall  abilities 
in  medical  Science  extend,  they 
Ihall  be  readily  exerted  to  confute 
grouncllds  objecT:ions : but  to  thole 
that  may  be  irrefutable,  becaule 
founded  on  Truth,  1 will  be  a wil- 
ling Convert. 

“ Refell  ere  et  rejelli  ft  tie  pertinacia 
**  vcl  irocundia  par  at  usd* 

The  Retainers  of  the  Pharmaceutic 
pradice,  will  probably  bedifplealed 
atmany  ofmyconclufions : to  fuch 
I muft  be  permitted  to  declare, 
that,  my  Sentiments,  which  I hope 
are  friendly  to  Humanity,  prompt 
me  to  dcfpife  Hypocrily,  elpe- 

* dally 
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dally  in  Medicine.  Were  my 
powers  equal  to  my  inclination, 
Difeafe  fliould  ceafe,  and  Health 
fpread  its  celeltial  Influence  from 
Pole  to  Pole. 

No  Sigh,  no  Murmur,  the  wide  world 
(hould  hear, 

From  every  Eye  I’d  wipe  off  every  Tear. 

Pope. 


EniNBURGH, 
ivA.  1781. 


ERRORS. 


The  following  moft  material  Errors 
of  the  Prefs,  the  Reader  will  be 
■ plcafed  to  corredl. 

Page  i\  line  r for  local  read  general. 

12 4 — {launch  read  ftanch. 

20  — 2 2 before  Spasm, /apply  febrile. 

. . 23 22  for  have  read  has. 

- 60  — • 15  for  Vituaik  read  p'itriolic. 

74  — 14  after  vegetable?,  fappfy  Vinous. 

Liquor  and. 


INTRODUCTION. 


0/0  RGANIZATION. 


I. 

Definition. 

Natural  Arrangement  of  ul- 
timate component  Parts  into 
Fibrous  and  Vafcular  Structure,  Ani- 
mal or  Vegetable. 


II. 

Animal  and  Vegetable  Bodies  de- 
rive their  refpeclive  Power  and  fpe- 
A cial 
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cial  Qualities  from  Organization  (I.) 
ineffably  peculiar  and  delicate. 


III. 

Animal  Body,  capable  of  various 
Aclions  and  Fundio?is,  is  poffeffed  of 
Life,  Ammaiion,  or  the  Vital  Principle, 
and  conilitutcs  an  Occonomy  or  Syjiem, 
whofe  parts  muff  be  endowed  with 
Feeling,  Sen/at  ion,  or  Senfibiltiy,  in  va- 
rious degrees. 


IV. 

Hkalth,  or  a found Jlatcoi  the  Ani- 
mal Body  (111.)  muff  therefore  con- 
fift  in,  or  be  the  immediate  efled  of 
perfedl  animated  ORGANIZATION. 


V. 

Disease,  or  a morbid  fate  of  the 

Animal  Body,  muff  likewife  confift 

in, 
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in,  or  be  the  production  of  an  altera- 
iion  or  derangement  of  Organization. 
This,  obvioufly,  may  be  various  in 
kind  and  in  degree^ 


VI, 

Difeafe  (V.)  may  be  either  general 
or  locals  the  former  invading  tlie 
whole  fyftcra,  (III.)  the  latter  only 
a part  of  it. 


VII. 

Morbid  derangement  of  Organiza- 
tion (V.)  is  palpable  or  impalpable’. 
the  former  conftitutes  the  local  dif- 
eafes,  the  latter  the  general  ones.  (VI.) 


VIII. 

Matter  inducing  morbid  derange- 
ment, (V.)  is  palpable,  ox  impalpable: 
A 2 the 
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the  local  difcafes  (VI.)  arc  wholly  or 
chiefly  induced  by  the  latter,  it  is 
therefore  named  morbtjic  jnatier,  or  de-^ 
ranging  caufe  or  power. 


IX. 

Morbific  Caufe  (VIII.)  is  denomina- 
ted remo/e  or  proximate. 


X. 

Remote  Morbific  Caufe  (IX.)  is  de 
nominated  prcdifponetit  and  occajional. 


XI. 

Predifponent  Morbific  Caiifes  (X.) 
feldom,  if  ever,  produce  complete  mor- 
bid derangement;  ‘(V.)  they  ovl\y fa- 
vour the  impreflion  or  action  of  occa- 
fional  ones. — Their  whole  efle(fl:,  there- 
fore, only  produces  or  conftitutes 
Mop.bid  Predisposition. 

XII.  Oc- 
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XII. 

Occafional  Morbific  Caufes  or  Pow- 
ers (X.)  are  capable  of  tliemfelves 
fuddenly  or  immediately  by  their  diredl 
action,  to  occafion  or  create  Morbid 
Derangement ; They  are  often  fufiici- 
ently  powerful  to  produce  this  effect 
•without  the  co-operation  of  predifponent 
ones  (XI.) 


XIII. 

Proximate  Morbific  Caufe  (IX.)  is 
conftituted  by  the  whole  derangement 
of  healthful  Organization  (1111.)  in- 
duced by  the  Action  of  the  remote 
ones  (X.) — It  is  therefore  more  pro- 
perly to  be  regarded  as  a Difeafe  (V.) 
or  Morbid  State  than  a Morbific  Caufe: 
its  nature  and  cxiftcnce  are  to  be  af- 
certained  from  the  Changes  in  the 
Functions  named  Symptoms,  which  it 
diredly  or  indiredly  excites. 

A 3 
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XIIII. 

A Plastic  Power,  which  Animal 
as  well  as  Vegitable  Nature  obfervably 
inherits,  is  often  adequate  to  the  Rec- 
tification or  Cure  of  Morbid  De.* 
rangement  (V.) — Its  operation  may 
be  named  Plajlic,  or  Healing  Procefs. 


XV. 

The  Plaftic  Procefs  (XIIII.)  tends 
dircdly  to  the  Cure  of  Difeafe  (V.) 

Medicine  or  Art  poffeffes  little  or 

no  immediate  influence  over  it,— is  on- 
ly capable  to  ajftji  and  co-operate  indt- 
redly. The  curative  means  Art  em- 

ploys are  named  Remedies. 


Of 
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XVI. 

Definition, 

Morbid  alteration  of  the  health- 
ful degree  of  Vigour; — rOf  the 
Circulation  of  the  Fluids  ; — Of  Se- 
cretion ; — Of  Temperature ; — Of  Sen- 
libility  ; — Of  Sleep  ; — Of  Rellecftion  : 
preceded  by  Shivering,  often  com- 
bined with  more  or  lefs  Putridity. 


XVII. 

Fever,  (XVI.)  excited  by  any  pre- 

exifting 
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exifting  difeafe,  (V.)  is  only  a Symp- 
tom, and  confequently  denominated 
Symptomatic:  Whennotthusexcited, 
it  is  termed  Idiopathic  : the  latter  on- 
ly is  primary  and  proper  Fever.. 


XVIII. 

Symptoms. 

I.  Altered  degree  of  Vigour.  (XVI.) 
The  natural  or  healthful  degree  of 
Strength  or  Vigour,  is  fuddenly  alter- 
ed, for  the  moft  part  diminiflicd,  upon 
the  accefllon  of  Fever  (XVI.) — This 
morbid  change  is  named  Debility, 
Lajfiiude,  Lijlleffnefs  ; its  exiftence  is 
manifefted  in  every  fundion  j it  is 
aconftant  fymptom  of  the  febrile  ftate, 
immediately  connected  with  its  proxi- 
mate caufe. 


XIX. 

‘1,  Altered  Degree  of  the  Circulation  of 

the 
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the  Fluids.  (XVI.) — In  health,  the 
circulation  or  motion  of  the  Fluids 
is  equable  and  proportioned  in  eveiy 
part  of  the  fyflem,  (III.)  the  recipro- 
cal degrees  of  fenfibility  and  action 
which  the  Veffels  and  Fluids  poflefs, 
and  on  which  this  depends,  being  juft- 
ly  balanced. — In  Fever,  the  propor- 
tion is  deftroyed,  the  pulfation  or 
vafcular  aftion  varioufly  forceful,  is 
always  more  frequently  repeated  than 
in  health,  and  the  difperfion  of  the 
Fluids  lefs  equable,  often  creating 
local  Pain^  Congejlion^  Inflammation^ 
Fffufton^  &c. — This  fymptom,  altho’ 
fecondary,  becaufe  it  does  not  flow 
immediately  from  its  proximate  caufc, 
is  cflential  to  the  exiftence  of  Fever. 


XX. 


3.  Altered  Degree  of  Secretion  (XVI.) 
— The  moifture  and  lubricity  of  the 
furfaces  of  the  feveral  component  parts 
and  organs  of  the  fyflem,  and  there- 
fore 
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fore  the  pcrfe<?lion  of  its  healthful 
functions  depend  greatly  on  due  fc- 
cretion. — When  this  becomes  une- 
qual or  diminifhed,  dull  Eyes^  dry  Skin^ 
parched  Tongue  and  Throaty  Thirji,  al- 
tered UrinCy  fometimes  CoJtiDeneJs.^  are 
the  confequences. 


XXL 

4.  Altered  degree  of  Temperature 
(XVI.) — Animal  Heat,  from  what- 
ever fource  it  flow,  is  obfei*vably  very 
much  proportioned  to  the  degree  and 
regularity  of  the  motions  of  the  Fluids 
(XVI.)  and  ftate  of  Secretion  (XVI.) 
— In  Fever  it  is  very  confidcrably  in- 
creafedy  and  is  an  effential,  although 
fecondary,  fymptom  of  the  Febrile 
State,  not  immediately  originating 
from  its  proximate  caufe  (IX.) 


XXII. 


5.  Altered  degree  of  Senftbility  ( XVI.) 

— Feeling 
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— Feeling  or  Senfation  in  every  part 
of  the  healthful  Syftem  (VI.)  is  juft- 
ly  calculated  to  fuftain  the  degree  of 
impreflion  which  it  is  finally  dellined 
to  fuffer  j the  regularity  and  propor- 
tions of  all  the  funclions  depend  chief- 
ly on  this  circumftance. — In  Fever 
fenfibility  is  in  general  unequally  in- 
creafed ; hence  Fain  of  the  Head  and 
Back,  fometimes  Infammaiion,  Con- 
gejlion ; diminijhed  Appetite  for  folid 
food,  Sqiteamifhnefs,  Vomiting ; fome- 
times  Loofenefs,  Anxiety,  general  fenfe 
of  Weight  and  Opprejfton. — This  is  an 
effential  and  prime  fymptom  of  the 
febrile  flatc,  and  gives  modification 
and  degree  to  many  of  the  others. 


XXIII. 

6.  Altered  State  of  Sleep  (XVl.) 
-—An  equable  and  moderate  degree 
of  Temperature,  of  Senfibility,  and  of 
Motion  of  the  Fluids,  are  obfcrvably 
conducive,  if  not  efifential,  to  health- 
ful 
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ful  Sleep. — In  Fever,  it  is  fcajiiy,  tin- 
refrejhingy  and  more  or  lei's  dijlurh- 
ed  ; a comatofe,  or  profound  febrile  Sleep 
is  always  produced  by,  or  attended 
with  Congcftion  in  the  Head, 


XXIV. 

7.  Dijlurbcd  Reflexion  (XVI.) — A 
* due  cxercife  of  the  mental  powers  in- 
contcftibly  flows  immediately  from  a 
healthful  ftate  of  the  nervous  Syftem 
In  l ever,  therefore.  Raving  ^nd  lVaver- 
if2o-  ofReafon,  more  or  lefs  conftantly 
prevail.— It  is  in  general  a prime 
Symptom. 


XXV. 

8.  Putridity  (XVI.)— More  or  lefs 
early  in  the  courfe  of  Fever,  accord- 
insT  to  circumftances,  the  fyflem, 
fluids,  and  folids,  not  refreflied  nutri- 
tioufly  by  a due  quantity  of  frefli 

alimentary 
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alimentary  materials,  verges  propor- 
tionally to  the  PUTRID  or  SALINE 
STATE ; hence  Spots,  Blotches,  dif- 
charges  of  Blood,  Purging,  Jlaunch  of 
Breath,  of  Sweat  and  of  Excrement. 
I’his  is  rather  -xn  cjccidetital  than  nccejfa- 
ry  circumftance  of  h ever. 


XXVI. 

Tlic  Symptoms  of  Fever  (XVI.) 
obfervably  vary  veiy  confiderably  in 
Degree,  in  Modif  cation,  in  Time  of  accef 
[ton  from  Catfes,  Habit,  Situation,  and 
accidental  circumjianccs  ; a Source  from 
which  originate  all  its  Varieties, — 
Inflammatory, — Mixt,— Nervous, 
— Malignant, — Spotted, — Puer- 
peral, 

XXVII. 

Remote  Causes. 

Predifponent  Caufes  (XL) — A deli- 
R cate. 
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cate,  weak,  and  imprejftble  Organization, 
(1.)  arifing  from  Jgc,  Temperament,  Sex, 
or  other  circumftances,  may  be  pre- 
famed to  favour  the  acceflion  of  Fe- 
ver, (XVI.)  or  to  confHtutc  FEBRILE 
PREDISPOSITION.  (XI.) 

Occafionai  Caufes  ,(f^\l>^-‘EFFLUVlA, 

or  CONTAGION, peculiar,  fubtilc,  invifi- 
ble,poifonous,  extremely  adive,  coming/;? 
contad  with  the  living  Body,  in  due 
degree,  Obfervation  manifefts,  polfefs 
the  power  to  occafton  or  excite  Fever, 
or  Co  become  a deranging  febrile 
Power,  often  fo  irrefiftible  in  its  im- 
preflion,  as  to  require  no  co-operation 
from  Predifpofition.  (XI.) 


XXVIII. 

The  precife  nature  of  Contagion 
( XXVI.— XXVII.)  The  deranging 
power  moft  frequently  and  imme- 
diately exciting  Fever,  it  is  difli- 
cult,  perhaps  impofliblc  to  afeertain  . 

Although  fubtile,  it  is  incontcftibly  ma- 
terial 
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terial. — The  fpecific  nature  of  the  con- 
tagion of  Small-Pox,  Meafles, 
which  excite  febrile  Commotion,  is 
equally  unknown. — It  appears  from 
circumftances  attending  the  manage- 
ment of  Plague  (a  Fever  of  the  word 
kind)  that  its  Contagion  cannot  be 
wafted  to  any  great  diftance  in  the  At- 
mofphere. 


XXIX. 

Fever,  or  febrile  Commotion^  is  obfer- 
vably  not  feldom  induced  by  dinnmfh^ 
ed temperature  of  theatmfphere  or  COL.D^ 
its  increafediemperatureor HEAT,^nd 
many  other  caufes,  in  which  there 
can  be  no  fufpicion  of  Contagion  or 
morbific  Matter  (XXVI.) 

XXX. 

Proximate  Cause. 

Facts  and  Reafon  univerfally 
B 2 


con- 

cur 
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cur  to  manifeft,  that  Life,  Health,  and  « 
confequently  all  the  Functions  of  am-  ^ 
mal  Nature,  are  effects  or  productions  3 
of  a peculiar  Organization,  (Il.)fuit-  | 
cd  by  Creative  Wisdom  to  the  final  J 
rank  and  mode  of  the  Individual  poC  i 
felling  it. — It  is  therefore  an  uncon-  J 
troveniblc  induaion,  that  the  derange-  | 
m'ut  of  Animal  Organization,  by  the  ; 
aaion  of  remote  morbific  Caufes,  muft 
necelTarily  he  followed  by  Disease,  ? 

;indif  toafufiicientextentjbyDEATH  : ^ 

\nd  that  the  fpeefe  derangement, 
produced  by  febrile  Caufes,  is  the 


It  will  not  be  denied,  that 

oU  .1C  all  other  deranging  Powers,  . 


Proximate 
mediate  or  i 


Symptoms  (XVI.-XXV.)  andEffeas. 


,xiMATE  Cause  of  Fever,  and  the 
inie  or  immediate  origin  of  all  its 
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of  Organization. — The  whole  iiervous 
Syjiern,  efpecially  its  fcniient  Extremities, 
exquifitely  expanded  upon  every  point 
of  the  extenfive  furface  of  the  Body, 
will  be  therefore  primarily  deranged, 
or  morbidly  afTecled,  by  the  direfl: 
action  of  febrile  Caufes,  and  become 
of  courfe,  the  principal  feat  of  the 
Proximate  Caufe. — Sudden  diminution 
of  healthful  Vigour,  a fenfe  of  confu- 
fton  and  pain  of  the  Head,  &c.  tend 
to  prove  this  circumftance. — Thus, 
a Mildew  or  freezing  Temperature  of 
the  atmofphere,  happening  in  Spring, 
deranges  Vegetation  in  proportion  to 
its  delicacy  ; its  cfiecl  gradually  pro- 
ceeding from  the  tcndereft  parts  of 
the  tendereft  Plants,  to  the  more  refift- 
cnt, — the  Flowers,  the  Foliage,  the 
Stem,  &c. 


XXXII. 

Although  the  derangement  of  the 
fentient  parts  of  the  Animal  Syftem, 
(XXXI.)  afiirmed  to  be  the  proximate 
B 3 Caufe 
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Caufe  of  the  Febrile  State,  (XXX.)  be- 
caiife  induced  by  its  renaote  Caufes,  be 
impalpable,  or  not  demonftrable  viftbly 
or  anaiomically,  like  its  gfojfer  morbid 
l^crangcnients,  Swelling,  Wound,  Ulcer, 
Luxation,  Sec.  it  cannot  juftly  be 
denied,  that  it  is  ec^ually  real. — Its 
obfervablc  Effeas,  or  the  Symptoms 
already  detailed,  immediately  ori- 
ginatlng  from  it,  convincingly  prove 
its  exiftcnce. — Where  is  the  Anato- 
mift  who  will  pretend  to  difcnminate 
betwixt  a portion  of  dead  and  living 
Brain,  the  circumftances  of  Bleeding 
and  Motion  abftraaed,  which  muft 
be  pofTeffed  by  the  latter?  Yet  by  the 
fuppofition,  the  derangement  of  the 
former  is  fatal  (it  may  have  been/^- 
therefore  ; but  it  is  impalpable. 


XXXIII. 

Notwithftanding  the  conclofive  per- 
fpecuity  and  beautiful  fimplicity  of 

the  Doarinc  of  the  proximate  Caufe 

of 
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of  the  febrile  State  as  detailed,  it  has 
been  hitherto  overlooked,  and  Debi- 
lity, Spasm,  &c.  have  been  fublU- 
tuted. — Attempts  have  been  made  to 
fupport  thefe  opinions  by  fyftems  of 
argumentation,  in  themfelves  not  a 
little  obfcure  and  unintelligible^  and  in 
their  confequences  probably  hurtfuL 


XXXIV. 

Debility  is  a comparative  teriji 
cxprellive  of  diminifhed  Vigour  ; but 
healthful  vigour  is  inconteftibly  the 
direct  production  of  healthful  Organi- 
zation ; Debility  muft  of  courfe  be  the 
immediate  effeft  of  deranged  Organi- 
zation ; it  is  obvioufly  therefore,  on- 
ly a Symptom  of  the  febrile  State,  of 
which  it  is  fallacioufly  affirmed  to  be 
the  EJfencc  or  proximate  Caufe. 


XXXV. 


Diminifhed  Vigour  or  Debility, 

(XXXII.) 


(XXXII.)  muO:  cither  fuffer  two  Modi- 
f cations,  or  flow  from  two  oppofite  States 
of  the  Animal  Syftem. — 'fhat  which  is 
the  fuddcn  and  dired  effect  of  the  im- 
preffion  inflicTied  by  febrile  deranging 
Powers,  muft  be  greatly  different  from 
that  which  remains  after  the  ce(Jation 
of  Fever,  or  is  produced  by  Wajie  and 
Emaciation  of  the  component  Parts  of 
the  Body. — 1 he  former  flows  from 
obftruaed  nervous  Energy,  the  Tex- 
ture of  the  mufcular  parts  remaining 
unwafted  and  undiminilhed  the  lat- 
ter, probably,  from  a diminution  of 
the  Cohefion  of  the  mufcular  dexture, 
confidered  as  a Ample  Solid,  emaciat- 
ed and  wafted,  the  nervous  Energy 
not  obftruaed.— -The  former  may  be 
termed  febrile,  the  latter  chronic  Debi- 
lity. 


XXXVI. 

Spasm  (admitting  its  exiftence  in 

Fever,  which  however  ftill  remains  to 

be 
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be  proved)  whatever  definition  be  im- 
pofedupon  it,  can  only  be  a Modifica- 
tion of  mufcular  Action. — It  is  not  al- 
ledged  to  be  Elajiicity  of  the  fimple  So- 
lid, and  therefore  muft  be  the  effeft  of 
pre-exifiing  Derangement  of  the  ner- 
vous Syftem,  the  fource  of  Aftion 
and  Motion  ; confequently  cannot  be 
the  proximate  Caufe  of  the  febrile  State, 
nor  a part  of  it  j independently  of  the 
inconceivability  of  its  flowing  from 
Debility,  while  itfelf  implies  the  pre- 
fence of  Vigour.* 


XXXVII. 

If  it  has  been  demonftrated  that 
Debility  and  Spafm  feperately,  can  ne- 
ver become  proximate  Caufes  of  Fe- 
ver, it  will  not  be  a little  abfurd  to 
contend,  that  combinedly,  they  may 
conftitute  it ; then  indeed  two  Nega- 
tives would  form  a Pofitive. 

XXXVIII. 

* Atonia  gignit  Spafrnum. 
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The  whole  Symptoms  of  Fever 
cafily  receive  a rational  and  fatisfa6lory 
explanation  from  thePropofition,  that 
“ fpecific  Derangement  of  Organiza- 
“ tion  is  its  Proximate  Caufe,”  they 
flow  from  it  natively  and  neceflarily, 
as  from  a centre. — In  vain  hitherto, 
has  this  been  attempted  from  the  Hy- 
pothefis,  that  Debility  and  Spafm,  or 
both,  are  its  Proximate  Caufes.  It  alfo 
leads  to  conclufions  in  the  Cure  of  Fe- 
ver equally  rational  and  fimplc,  as  will 
afterwards  appear. 


XXXIX. 

The  Febrile  State  once  eftablifhed, 
generally  endures  for  a length  of  time, 
more  or  lefs  confiderable. — Its  pro- 
traded  Courfe  or  Duration  is  perhaps  a- 
fcribable  to  one  of  two  Caufes.— Either, 

I.  To  \X\Q  decree  of  Derangement 

inftan- 
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inftantaneoufly  infli(?lcd  by  the  Febrile 
Contagion,  fnppoi'ed  in  confequence 
to  become  eft'cte,  and  to  produce  no 
pollerior  Impreflion. — Or, 

2,  To  the  Derangement  induced  by 
the  firft  afl'ault  of  the  Febrile  Conta- 
gion, augmented  afterwards  by  its 
Frcfence  and  continued  A6Uon. 

Analogy  of  the  acHon  of  Poifon, 
and  the  circumftances  of  poifoned 
Wound,  favours  the  affumption  of  the 
latter,  as  the  caufe  of  the  Duration  of 
Fever,  which  muft  be  neceffarily  vari- 
ous. 

XL. 

The  ^aniity  and  Duration  of  the 
Febrile  State  muft  neceffarily  be  ift 
proportion  to  the  derangement  of 
Organization,  which  muft  be  as  the 
force  of  its  caufes  •;  the  futility  there- 
fore is  obvious,  of  fuppofing  that  the 
courfe  of  the  varieties  of  Fever  have 

certain 
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certain  Limits,  or  will  be  terminated  on 
certain  days,  named  therefore  Criti- 
cal Days  : it  is  refuted  by  daily  Ex- 
perience.— The  prevalence  of  this  opi- 
nion, like  the  pretenfions  of  the  an- 
cient Augurs,  is  poflibjy  the  effed  of 
fuperftition,  the  creature  of  Igno- 
rance, which  is  more  or  lefs  blended 
with  Science  in  certain  ftages  of  its 
progrefs. 


XLI. 

. Of  the  Event. 

A juft  LJlimale  of  the  termination 
of  Fever,  whether  in  Reconvales- 
cence or  Death,  or  a Reffijication  or 
total  Dejlrudion  of  vital  Organization, 
can  only  be  formed  from  a compara- 
tive Viewof  its  Quantity, collcded  from 
the  intenfity  of  Symptoms  ; therefore 
a work  of  Experience.  Much  expec- 
tation may  always  be  entertained  from 
the  Plaftic  Procefs.  (XIV.) 


XUh 
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XLII. 

Of  the  Cure. 

The  Caufes  of  Death  from  Fever, 
muft  either  be  the  irreparable  Degree 
of  derangement  of  Organization,  fuf- 
fered  by  the  fentient  parts  of  the  Ani- 
mal Syftem  ; or  the  accidental  Enormity 
of  one  or  more  of  its  Symptoms  ; Ob- 
fervation  and  Diffeclion  demonftratc 
the  truth  of  this  affirmation. 


XLIII. 

Attempts  fuddenly  to  arrcjl  or  ex- 
linguijh  the  Febrile  Courfe,  have  gene- 
rally proved  unfucccfsful. — Indeed  from 
Analogy  there  is  noreafon  to  entertain 
an  oppofite  expectation  ; the  grolTer 
and  more  palpable  Derangements,  can- 
mot  by  any  means  be  inftantaneoufly 
ireClified.— — Effays  to  this  purpofe,  can 
mever  be  inclijferent  or  innocent ; mbft 
frequently  they  are  likely"  to  be  de- 
I • C Jlruclive ; 
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Jlrudive ; it  is  to  be  feared  they  have 
not  feldom  been  fatal^  as  well  by  //z- 
crcafing  the  Derangement  of  Organi- 
zation, as  by  impeding  or  extinguijidng 
the  Plaftic  Procefs.  (XIIII.) 


XLIV. 

It  is  warrantable  to  conclude  from 
the  preceding  Argumentation,  that  the 
dircEl  removal  of  the  Proximate  Caufe 
of  Fever,  or  the  redijicaiion  of  the 
febrile  Derangement  of  Organization, 
muft  chiefly  be  left  to  the  Plafliic  Pro- 
cefs, (XIIII,)  which  is  experimentally 
equal  to  this  talk  within  certain  Limits. 
— Thefe  obvioufly  ought  never  to  be 
defined;  they  are  often  more  extended 
than  prefuming  Art  is  difpofed  to 
admit : and  not  feldom  ftruggle  fuc- 
cefsfully  againfl;  its  prepofterous  Inter- 
ference. 


XLV. 
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XLV. 

Principles  of  Cure. 

« 

From  a review  of  the  Caufes  and 
Natureof  Fever  (XXX.)  thus  exhibited, 
the  following  Curative  Principles 
are  natively  deducible. 

I.  Promotion  of  the  Plajiic  or 
Healing  Procefs.  (XIIII.) 

II.  Alleviation  of  Enormous  Symp- 
toms. (XIII.) 


XLVI. 

First  Principle. 

The  firft  Principle  in  the  Cure  of 
Fever,  (XLV.)  evidently  implies, 

I.  The  Removal  of  febrile  Caufes. 
(XXVII.) 

II.  The  Avoiding  of  eveiy  Applica- 
tion that  tends  to  derange  or  difturb  the 
Plaftic  Procefs.  (XIV.) 

C 2 
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XLVII. 

The  Removal  of  occafional  Caufes 
(XLVl.)  is  of  obvious  neceffity,  and  is 
effeded  by  extreme  Attention  to 
CLEANNESS:  this  includes, 

I.  Ventii^ation,  or  a proper  at- 
mofphcre. 

a.  Bathing,  tepid,  general  and  par- 
tial. 

3,  Cloaths  frequently  cleaned. 

The  advantages  of  this  Manage- 
ment, fan^ionedby  laftsand  Deduc- 
tion, are  obvious  and  important,  and 
never  to  be  neglected. 


XLVIII. 

The  Avoiding  of  deranging  Meafures 
and  Subftanccs,  (XLVl.)  a practice  high- 
ly 
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ly  rational,  implies exenaption  from  un- 
due Degrees  of 

Heat, 

Ligeit, 

Noise, 

Agitation, 

Retention  of  Excrementitious 
Matter. 

Thefe  Degrees  ought  evidently  to 
be  moderate,  becaufe  deranging.  For 
the  fame  rcafon,  many  applications, 
erroneottJJy  fuppofed  to  be  curative, 
muft  be  interdicled  ; namely, 

1.  Emetics,  or  VomitingSubftances: 

2.  SuDORiFics,  or  Sweating  Sub- 
llances  : 


3.  Epispastic,  or  Bliftering  Sub- 
dances. 

C 3 XLIX. 
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XLIX. 

Emeti  cs. 

Emetic,  Vomiting,  or  Naufeating 
Drugs,  have  been  hitherto  almoft  uni- 
verfally  adminiftered  during  theCourfe 
of  Fever,  (XVI.)  efpecially  at  its  Com- 
mencement, under  various  Pretexts.. 
The  following  are  chief  ones  ; 

1.  To  evacuate  Morbific  Matter  or 
Noxious  Subjiances  from  the  Stomach, 
and  firft  Paflages. 

2.  To  Jecond  the  operation  of  Spon- 
taneous Vomiting. 

3.  To  remove  Spafm  of  the  extreme 
Veffels,  fuppofed  to  exift,  and  to  give 
Duration  to  the  Fever. 

4.  To  Jhake  off  the  Fever.  ^ 

L. 

The  moft  commonly  employed  E- 

mctics 
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metics  (XLVI.)  are,  Ipecacuanha^root 
and  Antimony : This  laft,  combined 
with  vegetable  Acid ; or  varioufly  cal- 
cined, and  named  Antimonial  Wine,— 
Emetic  Tartar, — Nitrated  Calx  of  An- 
iimony, — James'  Powder. 

Antimonial  Preparations,  on  ac- 
count of  their  activity,  have  obtained 
a preference  in  attempts  to  cure  fe- 
ver (XLIll.)  and  their  application  has 
been  perfifted  in,  not  only  for  Hours, 
but  Days  fucceflivcly. 


LI. 

The  Effects  of  Emetic  or  Naufeating 
Subftanccs  (XLVIII.)  in  Fever,  appear 
to  be  not  only  negatively,  h\xt pofttively 
Deftruftive  and  Deranging,  in  what- 
ever light  they  may  be  conlidered, 

LII. 

The  firft  Pretext  for  employing  E- 

metics 
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metics  in  Fever  (XLVII.)  is  gmmdlefi. 
There  is  no  Morbific  Matter  in  the 
Stomach,  at  leail  not  any  removable 
by  Emetic  Aftion.  The  remains  of 
Food,  or  other  matters  effufed  in  the 
Stomach  or  neighbourhood,  fuch  as 
Bile,  &c.  fuppofed  to  be  Noxious, 
will  be  readily  and  completely  Ejecled 
by  Spontaneous  Vomiting,  a very  con- 
ftant  Symptom  of  Febrile  Attack. 

(XXII.) 

LIII. 

The  fecond  Pretext  for  employing 
Emetics  in  Fever,  (XLVII.)  however 
fpecious,  is  abundantly  ambiguous. 
It  has  been  fhewn,  that  Febrile  Spafm, 
(fuppofing  its  exiftence)  can  only  be  a 
Symptom,  not  a Caufe  of  Fever,  or  of  its 
Duration.  (XL.)  A removal  of  it,  al- 
though  procurable  by  Emetic  Action, 
can  therefore  only  be  temporary,  be- 
caufe  it  will  recur  while  its  Caufe  re- 
mains ; but  its  Caufe  is  the  Proxi- 
mate Caufe  of  Fever,  which  is  more 

likely 
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likely  to  be  rlvetted  and  extended 
than  removed,  or  even  alleviated  by 
Vomiting. 


LIV. 

The  third  Pretext  for  employing 
Emetics  in  Fever  (XLVII.)  \s>  fallacious. 
It  hasbecn  aflirmed,  that  Spontaneous 
Vomiting,  connefted  with  Fever  at  its 
acceflion,  is  a Symptom  originating  from 
its  Proximate  Caufe,  (XXII.)  not  more 
therefore  than  any  other  to  be  regarded 
as  a falutary  or  healing  Effort^  to  be  ar- 
tificially feconded  and  promoted. 
Viewing  it  as  the  effe6t  of  the  dictate  of 
■3in  imaginary  femi-rathnal Power,  named 
VIS  MEDICATRIX,  fuppofed  to  pre- 
fide  over  tlie  motions  of  the  Animal 
Oeconomy,  is  a hurtful  Delufion.  It 
is  a Symptom  conftantly  of  Comprejfton 
of  the  Brain  ; of  Infammation  of  the 
Brain,  of  theStomach,  &c.  of  great  Lofs 
of  Blood,  &c.  and  is  imputable,  with 
equal  juftice,  to  the  fuperintending 
influence  of  the  fame  Power.  But 

how 
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how  Deranging  and  DeftruAlvc  in 
thefe  Affedions  would  be  the  EfFeds  of 
Emetics ! 


LV. 

The  fourth  Pretext  for  employing 
Emetics  in  Fever,  (XEVI.)  is  too  in- 
definite  and  unphilofophical  to  merit  fe- 
rious  refutation.  The  idea  of  Curing 
Fever,  hy  ploying  nt  Foot-BoHt  does  not 
appear  more  ridiculous. 


LVI. 

. The  Mechanical  effecls  of  Vomiting 
areobvioufly  Dijiraaing  and  Deranging, 
and  muft  therefore  not  only  not  fa- 
vour and  promote  the  Plaftic  Procefs 
(XIV.)  in  Fever,  but  may  pernicioujly 
difturb,  and  fatally  extinguifli  it. 
The  Fluids  are  impelled  by  it  with 
uncommon  force,  and  in  unufual 
quantity,  to  the  numerous  and  delicate 

vafcular  branches,  intermixed  with 

every 
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every  fibre  of  the  Brain,  (to  which  a 
Morbid  Determination  often  pre-ex- 
ifts;)  and  Nervous  Syftem,  the  immedi- 
ate Seat  of  the  Proximate  Caufe  of 
Fever,  (XXXI.)  and  of  the  Plaftic  Pro- 
cefs.  (XllII.)  Flujhed  Face,  Flow  of  Blood 
from  the  Nofe,  &c.  are  often  its  diftracl- 
ing  vifible  Confequences. 


LVII. 

Vomiting,  from  what  is  premifed, 
(LVI.)  may  not  unjufHy  be  regarded  as 
•violent  Exercife,  peculiarly  Ul-timcd2ind  di- 
Jlrading  in  Fever.  Candid  Experience, 
it  is  miicli  to  be  feared,  can  furnifli 
too  many  Inflances,  not  feldom  fatal, 
in  proof  of  this  afiertion.  It  is  there- 
fore as  a Power  negatively  and  pofi- 
tively  Deranging,  rationally  reproba- 
ted. 

Who  adminifters  Emetics  to  Cure 
the  groffer  Morbid  Derangements, 
Wound,  Fracture,  ^ They  might 
be  exhibited  as  rationally  in  the  Cure 

of 
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of  thefe,  as  in  that  of  Fever.  It  is  %- 
ftonifhing  and  lamentable,  that  their 
employment  in  Fever  hitherto  has 
been  {o  promifeuous  and  general.  Hu- 
manity recoils  from  the  idea,  and 
wiflies  to  veil  the  confequent  Havock. 


LVIII. 

^ SUDORIFICS. 

Sudorific,  Diaphoretic,  or  Sweat- 
ing Subftances,  (XLVl.)  have  been 
very  generally  and  hurtfully  admini- 
ftered  in  attempts  to  Cure  Fever,  un-, 
der  various  Pretexts:  Such 'as, 

1.  To  expel  Morbific  Matter. 

2.  To  fecond  or  imitate  Spontaneous 
Sweating. 

3.  To  remonie  Spa/m,  fuppofed  to 
cxill  in  the  extreme  Vcflels  of  the  cu- 
taneous Surface. 


LIX* 
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LIX. 

The  firft  Pretext  under  whlcli  Sudo- 
vifics  (LVI.)  have  been  employed  in 
Fever,  is  prepojierous  ; becaufc,  if  the 
Morbific  Matter,  after  its  firft  im- 
preflion  becomes  effete,  (XXXIX.)  its 
Evacuation,  although  practicable  by 
Sudorifics,  is  unnccejfary  : In  due 
time  it  will  be  ejected  fpontaneoufly. 
Or  if  after  its  firft  impreffion  its  De- 
ranging A<ftivity  continue,  it  muft  be 
either  intangled  in  the  folid,  or  pro- 
mifeuoufly  blended  with  the  fluid 
Parts  of  the  Body,  or  both,  and  there- 
fore nx)t  difchargeable  by  Sudorifics, 
however  powerful.  Thofe  fuppofed 
fpecially  qualified  to  produce  this  ef- 
fed,  were  named  Ale xlpli armies^ 


LX. 


The  fecond  Pretext  under  which 
Sudorifics  have  been  employed  in  Fe- 
ver, (LVI.)  is  probably  not  lefs  fallacious 

D than 
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than  that  urged  in  vindication  of  the  uti- 
lity of  Emetics.  (XLIX.)  Spontaneous 
Szucating^  like  Spontaneous  Vomiting, 
is  not  unfrequently  a native  or  acciden- 
tal Symptom  of  Fever  j if  at  any  time 
connected  with  a falutary  Tendency, 
it  is  rather  the  Fffed  than  Caufe  of  it : 
therefore  not  to  be  induftrioully  folli- 
cited  by  Sudorifics.  If  Sweating  were 
warranted  by  experience,  plentiful  te- 
pid Dilution  or  Drink  would  ob  vioufly  be 
the  leaft  deranging  Means  of  procuring 
it. 

LXI. 


The  third  Pretext  under  which  Su- 
dorifics have  been  employed  in  Fever, 
(LVI.)  feems  not  only  to  be  ambiguous^ 
hwt prepbjierous ; becaufetheexiftenceof 
Febrile  Spafm  is  not  fatisfadorily  de- 
monftrated  ; and  although  this  were 
effected,  it  might  be  removed  or  re- 
laxed, by  means  lefs  Deranging  of  the 
Plaftic  Procefs.  (XIV.) 


LX  Ik 
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LXII. 


The  Idea  of  removing,  or  rather 
overcoming  the  fuppofed  Spafm  of  the 
extreme  Veflels,  by  the  action  of  Eme- 
tics and  Sudorifics  in  Fever,  impelling 
forcefully  the  Fluids  to  the  Surface,  is 
obvioufly  rude  and  mechanical,  and  op- 
pofitc  diametrically  to  the  action  of 
the  Plaftic  Procefs.  (Xllll.) 


LXIIh 

Sudorifics. Conirayerva  Powder, 

Volatile  Alkali,  Emetics  blended  with  0- 
pium,  &c.  produce  Sweating,  chiefly 
by  their  ftimulant  Power,  augmenting 
Motion,  and  Animal  Heat,  therefore 
deftruclively  deranging,  andjuftly  re- 
probated in  Fever  ; in  which  thefe  cir- 
cumftances  already  prevail  to  a Mor- 
bid Degree. 

D 2 
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LXIIII. 

Epispastics. 

Epifpaftic  or  Bliftering  Subftances, 
fometimes  named  (Sinapifims),  con- 
trary to  every  rational  Idea,  have 
very  univerfally  been  applied  to  the 
Surface  of  the  Body  in  Fever.  (XVI.) 
The  Head,  the  Baclc,  the  Arms,  the 
Thighs,  the  Ankles,  the  Feet,  &c. 
have  fuffcred  their  depredations  in 
fucceflion.  Senfibility  or  Delicacy  of 
fenfation,  whether  derived  from  Sex 
or  Conftitution,  has  in  vain  follicited 
exemption  from  their  undiftinguifli- 
ing  Carnage. — Becaufe,  by  their  ac- 
tion, Difeafe  is  fuperadded  to  Difeafe  ; 
Excoriation,  Inflammation,  and  fome- 
times Strangury  to  Fever.  They  are 
' manifeftly  deranging  Powers,  and 
therefore  are  ill  fruited  to  promote  or 
fecond  the  Plaftic  Procefs  in  the  Cure 
of  Fever.  (LV.)  The  following  are 

the 
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the  moft  noted  Pretexts  alledged  in 
apology  for  their  employment. 

I.  To  remo’ve  Spafm  of  the  extreme 
fuperficial  veffels. 

•2.  To  excite  the  Motions  of  the  Body. 


LXV. 


The  firft  Pretext  for  employing 
Epifpaftics  in  Fever  (LXIIII.)  is  ain- 
biguQus.  It  has  been  already  fhewn, 
that  Spafm,  (admitting  its  exiftence) 
can  only  be  a Symptom  of  Fever, 
(XXXVI.)  but  no  Application  feems 
better  fuited  to  augment  and  confirm 
Spafm,  than  Epifpaftic  matters,  efpe- 
cially  Spanijfo  Flies.  Inflammatoiy  De- 
rangement, which  has  been  alledged 
to  confift  in  Spafm,  is  the  dirc<T 
of  their  action.  They  can  only  oc- 
cafion  a flight  Determination  of  the 
circulating  Fluids  to  the  fmall  portion 
D 3 of 
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of  the  Surface  of  the  Body  they  cover, 
an  evfent  which  would  feem  to  coun- 
tera(ff  any  general  antifpafmodic  effect 
expefted  from  them  ; becaufe  a Deter- 
7nination  to  one  Point,  neceflarily  infers 
a proportional  Revulfion  from  every 
other  one. 


LXVI. 

The  fecond  Pretext  for  the  appli- 
cation of  Epifpaftics  in  Fever,  (LXIIII.) 
although  admitted  to  be  valid,  can 
fcldom  exift  ; becaufe  an  Excefs  of  Ex- 
citement, Motion,  or  vafcular  Adion,  is 
greatly  effential  to  Fever,  and  requires 
rationally  to  be  circumferibed  and 
checked  rather  than  ftimulated,  as  will 
hereafter  appear. 


LXVII. 

That  Epifpaftics  abftra<ft  a portion 
of  the  Scrofty  of  the  circulating 

Fluids 
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Fluids  is  luanifeft,  (it  is  their  chief  ef- 
fccT;)  but  in  fo  far  they  deftroy  the  pro- 
portion of  the  feveral  component  parts 
of  the  common  Mafs ; a Change  which 
may  as  readily  happen  to  be  hurtful  as 
beneficial ; unlefs  therefore  in  cafes  of 
topical  Pain,  Congeftion,  &c.  exifting 
after  due  Abftradlion  of  Blood  has 
been  premifed,  they  are  not  admifli- 
ble  in  the  Cure  of  Fever. 


LXVIII. 

Second  Principle. 

The  fecond  Principle  of  Cure  in 
Fever,  (XLV.)  as  its  application  con- 
fifts  in  a juft  and  comparative  Dif- 
crimination,  demands  a full  exertion 
of  decerning  Experience.  Happy,  thrice 
happy  the  Sick,  to  whom  Heaven 
fends  Practitioners  duly  poffeffmg  this 
quality  ! — This  leads  to  a 
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Review  of  Symptoms. 


LXIX. 


Altered  Degree  of  Vigour.  (XVIII.) 

Diminiflied  Vigour  or  Debility,  at 
leaft  in  fome  of  the  Functions,  is  more 
or  lefs  manifeft  and  eflential  to  Fever  ; 
its  degree  is  afeertained  from  the  ge- 
neral compleflion  of  the  Fever,  par- 
ticularly from  the  condition  of  the 
Pulfe.  It  has  been  Ihewn  to  be  the 
immediate  effect  of  Febrile  Derange- 
ment of  the  Organization  of  the 
Nervous  Syftem,  and  confequent  ob- 
Itrudion  of  its  Energy.  (XXXV.)  It 
is  diredly  removable  by  the  Plaftic 
Procefs  only,  and  not  injiantly^  but 
indiredly  by  Remedies.  (XV.)  When 
Debility  therefore  is  deemed  enor- 
mous, the  moft  natural  Remedy  for 
effecting  its  alleviation,  by  feconding 
the  Plaftic  Procefs,  is  a frequent  and 
proportioned  adminiftration  of  Ali- 
ment. 


LXX. 
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LXX. 


Vegetables  and  Vinous  liquors 
are  the  moft  fuitable  cordial  alimenta- 
ry Articles,  for  many  reafons,  in  Fever. 
(LXIX.) 


LXXI. 

Drugs  or  Pharmaceutic  Matters, 
can  have  no  permanent  cordial  In- 
fluence in  Fever ; on  the  contrary, 
they  often  produce  a deftrudtivc  one, 
by  difturbing  the  digeftive  Function 
of  the  Stomach,  and  confequently  pro- 
portionally impeding  the  Aflimulation 
and  nutritious  Application  of  the  Ali- 
ment, the  only  Substantial  Cordial 
and  Certain  Source  of  permanent 
Vigour. 


LXXII. 

It  is  confidently  affirmed,  that  a 

Pint 
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Pint  of  Panada  or  Gruel  will  more 
permanently  obviate  and  alleviate 
Debility,  than  a proportionate  quan- 
tity of  any  Drugs  named  oftenta- 
tioufly  Stimulant  and  Tonic ; cfpeci- 
ally  if  the  primary  Febrile  Debility 
(XXXI.)  has  been  increafed  by  accef- 
lion  of  Putridity,  (XXV.)  a circum- 
ftance  likely  to  happen  in  the  advan- 
ced ftages  of  Fever. 


LXXIII. 

Altered  Degree  of  the  Circulation  of  the 
Fluids.  (XVI.) 

It  is  admitted,  that  the  Circulation 
of  the  Fluids  becomes  quickened 
and  unequable  in  Fever ; a degree 
of  it  is  cfl'ential  to  its  Exiftence. 
It  has  been  fliewn  to  be  the  im- 
mediate or  fecondary  effeeft  of  the 
Febrile  Derangement  of  the  Organi- 
zation of  the  Nervous  Syftem,  and 
altered  ftate  of  Senfation  of  the  vef- 

fels. 
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fels,  thence  originating  j (XIX.)  its 
Enormity^  fometimes  'producing  Con- 
geftion.  Inflammation,  EfFufion,  &c. 
in  vari*ous  parts  of  the  Body,  (which 
would  feem  frequently  to  be  a fatal  cir- 
cumftance,)  is  afcertained  by  attention 
to  the  Jlrength  and  frequency  of  the  Pul- 
fation  of  the  Arteries,  to  the  exiftcnce 
of  topical  Pain,  Opprejfton,  Raving,  &c. 


LXXIV. 

It  will  not  be  denied,  that  the 
S^antity  of  the  Blood  or  Circulating 
Mafs,  to  a certain  degree,  contributes 
to  its  own  Motion;  and  confequently 
to  the  production  of  the  effects  of  its  E- 
normity  in  Fever  now  recited.  (LXX.) 
The  Alleviation  of  thefe  obvioufly  re- 
quires its  proportional  Diminution  : 
which  being  a powerful  Remedy, 
(XV.)  is  to  be  conducted  with  much 
diferetion. 


LXXV. 
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LXXV. 

The  quantity  of  the  Blood  or  Mats 
of  Fluids,  in  Circulation,  is  dimlnifhed 
diredly  by 

1.  Blood-letting. 

2.  Purging. 
indiredly  by 

3.  Abstinence, 


LXXVI. 

Blood  LETTING. 

Abftracfion  of  Blood,  Blood-letting, 
Bleeding, effecTed — Through  an  Open- 
ing or  Wound  of  any  of  the  larger 
Branches  of  the  vafcular  Syftem,  from 
the  fudden  diffufion  of  its  effects,  is 
named^^WfcTfl/Blood-letting — 1 hrough 
Openings  of  its  fmaller  or  extreme 

Branches, 
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I Branches,  its  effcds  being  difFufcd 

(more  gradually,  is  named  lopical  Blood- 
letting. It  is  eafily  demonftrable,  that 
the  ultimate  clfefts  of  both  Modes 
are  neceflarily  the  fame.  The  general 
Blood-letting,  therefore,  a's  being  mojl 
commodious^  niay,  for  the  moft  part  be 
fo  managed,  as  to  fuperfede  the  topi- 
cal  One  ; the  former  is  peiforrncd  by 
the  Lancet ; the  latter  by  Cupping  or 
Leeching.  This  laft  is  obvioufly  a 
lefs  deranging  Mode  than  Cupping,  and 
therefore  more  eligible  in  Fever. 

LXXVII. 

Purging. 

Purging  diminiflies  the  quantity  of 
the  Mafsin  Circulation,  by  abflradlion 
ot  a portion  of  its  ferous  part,  which 
To  far  as  it  alters  the  proportion  ex- 
ifting  betwixt  it  and  the  others,  is  a 
' 'Mode  more  exceptionable  than  Blood- 
letting, and  in  general  may  be  fuper- 
Teded  by 
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LXXVIIL 


The  Subftances  which  produce  Pur- 
ging, named  Cathartics,  acT;  by  fti- 
niulating  the  Inteftincs  or  Bowels  ; by 
which  the  fecrctions  pei'formable  there 
are  augmented  j hence  their  EflecT 
But  they  are  deranging  in  proportion 
to  their  ftimulant  Power,  therefore 
proportionally  exceptionable  in  Fever, 
becaufc  adding  to  the  Difcafe,  or  im- 
peding the  Plaftic  Procefs.  (XIIII.) 


LXXIX. 


Fromwhatis  premifed,  (LXXVIII.) 
when  Purging  is  indicated,  theleaftfti- 
mulant  Cathartics  are  obvioufly  to  be 
preferred.  The  Neutral  Salts  poTj 
fefs  this  charader. 


LXXX. 


fin 

lit 


A wide  diflindion  evidently  exH 
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betwixt  a mere  difcharge  of  Excremen- 
titious  Matter  from  the  Inteftines,  and 
Purging  confidered  as  a means  of 
direclly  diminifliing  the  quantity  of 
the  Fluids  in  Circulation ; — the  former 
is  limply  the  Removal  of  oflenfive  Mat- 
ter from  the  Surface  of  the  Syftem, 
and  is  included  under  the  firll  Cura- 
tive Principle.  (XL VIII.) 

LXXXI. 

Abstinence. 

It  is  a dcmonftrable  Truth,  that  Ab- 
ftinence  from  food  ultimately,  altho* 
not  direcUy  and  inftantly,  diminifhes 
the  Quantity  of  the  Fluids  in  Circula- 
tion, as  certainly  as  the  direft  Means 
now  recited.  (LXXV.) 


LXXXII. 

In  Fever,  diminiflied  Appetite  for 
folid  Food,  is  a Symptom,  or  effect  of 
E 2 a 
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a Symptom,  (XXII.)  and  conftantlyj. 
in  a greater  or  lefs  degree,  prevails. 
Abftincnce  thereforefpontaneoufly  and 
ncceflarily  operates.  It  is  not  intention- 
ally as  a Remedy  to  be  too  much  incul- 
cated, becaufe  it  is  the  chief  and  moft 
natural  Agent  to  counteract  Putridity, 
one  of  the  moft  formidable  Events  in 
Fever. 


LXXXUI. 

Exceftlve  Abftraaion  from  the  quan- 
tity of  the  fluids  in  Circulation,  as  a. 
deranging  Power  fundamentally  fub- 
verfive  of  the  Plaftic  Procefs,  (XIV.) 
is  ansioufty  to  be  avoided.  It  is 
an  Error,  flowly,  if  at  all,  reparable 
in  the  Cure  of  Fever. 


LXXXIV. 

Altered  Degree  of  Temperature.  (XXI.) 

It  has  been  fhewn,  that  increafed 
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Temperature  of  the  Body  in  Fever, 
connefted  with  incrcafed  degree  of  ^ 
Circulation  of  the  Fluids,  and  confe- 
quently  with  inci’eafcd  vafcular  Ac- 
tion, is  not  the  immediate  Effect  of 
the  Proximate  Caufe  of  Fever.  (XXX.) 

It  is  therefore  a plain  Induction,  that 
Febrile  Temperature,  or  Animal  Heat, 
become  enormous,  (afeertainedby  com- 
parifon)  will  rc-a<5t  and  form  a Stimu- 
lant deranging  Power,  and  of  courfe 
not  only  augment  itfelf,  but  alfo  the 
other  Symptoms. 

LXXXV. 

The  Enormity  of  Febrile  Tempera- 
ture, (LXXXIV.)  muft  obvioufly  be 
alleviated  indire6lly,  by  the  a<ftion  of 
the  Remedies  enumerated,  as  tending: 
to  moderate  the  courfe  of  the  Circu- 
lation of  the  Fluids  (LXXIII.)  j and 
dire^ly,  by  the  contact  of  every  fub- 
ftance  of  inferior  Temperature,  or 
whicli  contain  lefs  Heat  or  Fire : They  . 

E 3 arc 
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are  named  Refrigerants  ; the  moft 
commodious  Applications  of  this  cha- 
racter are, 

1.  Cold  Air. 

2.  Cold  Drink  and  Food. 

3.  Cold  Bath. 


LXXXVI. 

Cold  Air. 

Ventilation,  or  a Free  admifiion  of 
Air,  as  a means  of  removing  occa- 
fional  febrile  Caufes,  or  as  a negative 
Remedy  in  Fever,  is  comprehended 
under  the  firft  Principle  of  Cure- 
(XLVII.)  Occafionally  by  propei'  ma- 
nagement, it  is  convertible  into  a 
pofttive  and  powerful  Refrigerant 
Remedy.  (LXXXV.) 


LXXXVII.- 
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LXXXVII. 

Fire,  and  confequently  Animal 
Heat,  is  naturally  difFufible  through, 
matter  of  every  diverfity  ; or  rather 
cannot  be  circumfcribed  or  confined  : 
confequently  is  abftradled  proportion- 
ally from  Bodies  of  a higher,  by  Bo- 
dies of  a lower  Temperature,  accord- 
ing to  their  refpeftive  Capacities  of 
tranfmitting  or  retaining  Fire. 


LXXXVIIL 

The  Temperature  of  the  human 
Body  in  Health  raifes  the  Mercury  iq 
Farenheit’s  Thermometer  to  about  the 
96th  degree,  and  in  Fever  it  mounts 
it  proportionally  higher.  That  of  the 
Atmofphere  feldom  is  fo  great  as  to 
raife  it  to  60  degrees  in  the  Temperate 
Zones.  It  is  then  evident,  that  Air  may 
powerfully,  conftantly  and  ufefully, 
be  employed  as  a refrigerant  Remedy 
in  Fever,  It  is  experimentally  a footh- 

ing 
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ing  Application,  aceleftial  natural  Re- 
frigerant, contributing  in  every  view, 
within  moderate  limits,  to  the  Plaftic 
Procefs.  (XIV.)  It  has  been  much 
too  long  cruelly  and  irrationally 
debarred  by  the  abettors  of  the  Alexi- 
pharmic  Practice  already  reprobated; 
(LIX.) 


LXXXIX. 

Cold  Drink  and  Food. 

The  expediency  of  adminiftering 
Drink  and  Aliment  of  alow  Tempera- 
ture as  Remedies  in  Fever,  conducive 
diredly  to  alleviate  the  Febrile  Heat 
and  other  Symptoms,  from  what  is 
premifed,  is  too  glaring  to  require  illu- 
ftration.  (LXXXV.)  They  are  neceffa- 
rily  Refrigerant  Remedies,  more  limit- 
ed and  temporary  in  their  application 
and  adion  than  Cold  Air,  and  there- 
fore proportionally  lefs  powerful. 


XC. 
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xc. 

Cold  Bath. 

The  application  of  the  Cold  Bath, 
■or  of  Water  comparatively  of  a low 
Temperature  to  the  cutaneous  Sur- 
face of  the  Body,  as  a direcl;  Refri- 
jgerant  in  Fever,  hands  inconteftibly 
juftifiable  upon  the  fame  Principles 
as  other  cold  Applications.  It  is 
not  eafy  to  conceive  why  cold  Water, 
applied  to  the  cutaneous  Surface  or 
Skin  in  moderate  degree,  ihould  not 
prove  a Remedy  as  ufefully  refrige- 
rant, as  Cold  Drink  applied  to  the 
inteftinal  Surface  or  Stomach ; and 
Cold  Air  applied  to  the  pulmonary 
Surface  or  Lungs.  In  the  more  fri- 
gid Climates,  its  Application  will  be 
fuperfeded  generally  by  that  of  the 
Others  ; Experience  has  not  fuIEcient- 
ly  decided  on  this  point  as  to  other  cir- 
cumftances.. 


XCI. 


Befide  the  dietetic  and  natural  re- 
frigerant Remedies  already  enumerat- 
ed, as  tending  to  alleviate,  as  well  di- 
rectly as  indirectly,  the  Enormity  of 
Febrile  Temperature,  feveral  Drugs 
or  Pharmaceutic  Subftances  have  been 
employed  ; becaufe  fuppofed  to  poflefs 
like  Powers,  they  are  referable  to. 

1.  Simple  Salts. 

2.  Neutral  Salts. 

3.  Metallic  Salts. 


XCII. 

The  Opinion  that  the  enumerated 
Pharmaceutic  Matters  (XCI.)  poffefs 

refrigerant  Powers  in  Fever,  feems  to 
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1)C  not  a little  fallacious,  as  well  in 
Theory  as  Practice : If  they  poflefs 
this  Quality,  they  muft  exert  it  on  one 
OT  other  of  the  following  Principles : 

1.  Diredly,  by  abforbing  a part 
of  the  Animal  Heat,  and  proportional- 
ly diminifhing  the  Febrile  Tempera- 
ture. 

2.  Indirectly,  by  a Sedative  Action 
proportionally  fuperfeding  the  accu- 
mulation of  Heat,  whither  flowing 
from  Vafcular  Action,  or  other  Sources. 


XCIII. 

The  comparatively  fmall  Quantity 
or  Dofe  to  which  the  application  of 
Pharmaceutic  Matters  arc  neceflarily 
reftrifted,  renders  the  expeftation  of 
their  ading  advantageoufly  on  the  firft 
Principle,  vain  and  ridiculous.  (XCII.) 


XCIV. 
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XCIV. 

The  dired.  evidence  that  Saline  Sub- 
llances,  and  confequcntly  the  reputed 
Refrigerants  enumerated,  (XCI.)  pof- 
fefs  Qualities, Jiimulant ; and  the 
ambiguous  one,  that  they  at  the  fame 
lime  poflefs  fedaiive  Powers,  almoft 
fubverts  the  credibility  of  their  ailing 
on  the  fccond  Principle,  (XCII.) 


XCV. 

Simple  Salts. 

« 

Simple  Salts  are  Acid  or  Alkaline, 
The  lirft  alone  lias  been  fuppofed  to 
poflefs  Refrigerant  Powers  : of  thefe 
the  Vituatk  Acid  diluted  with  water, 
and  the  Vegetable  Acid,  have  been  chief- 
ly recommended  in  Fever  as  Refrige- 
rant Subftances. 


XCVI. 
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XCVL 

Neutral  Salts. 

Of  the  neutral  Salts  fo  named,  ba- 
caufe  Combinations  of  the  acid  and 
alkaline  limple  Salts.  (XCV.)  Nitre, 
or  Salt  Petre,  and  Saline  Julep,  have 
obtained  moft  reputation  in  Fever,  as 
refrigerant  Remedies. 


XCVII. 

Metallic  Salts. 

Of  the  numerous  Metallic  Salts,  or 
combinations  of  the  Salts  (chiefly  the 
limple  and  acid  Ones)  with  Metals ; 
the  Salt  or  Sugar  of  Lead,  has  fmgly 
b*een  mentioned  as  containing  refrige- 
rant Virtues.  They  are  all  more  likely 
to  be  deftructive  than  curative  in  Fe- 
ver, for  reafons  eafily  aflignable. 

F XCVIII. 


XCVIII. 


The  confidcration,  that,  faline  Mat- 
ters (fuppofing  them  to  be  admitted 
into  the  circulating  Mafs)  may  increafe 
its  Jlmulant  Power,  in  proportion  as 
they  augment  its  faline  Nature,  and 
confequcntly,  add  to  vafcular  Action, 
which  is  evidently  connected  as  a Catife  _ 
with  animal  Heat  *,  throws  an  addition- 
:\1  damp  upon  the  employment  of  any 
of  them  as  refrigerant  fubftancesin  con- 
I'equence  of  any  fuppofed  Sedative  Ac- 
tion ; efpecially  as  Remedies  more  cer- 
tainly fedative  of  Feeling  and  Motion, 
and  of  febrile  Heat,  in  io  far  as  it  may 
depend  on  thefc,  and  Icfs  likely  to  be 
deranging  or  deftruCtive  to  the  Plaftic 
Procefs,  (XLV.)  are  afeertained  and 
procurable. 
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XCIX. 

Altered  degree  of  Senftbility.  (XCIX.) 

The  circumftances  rnanrfefling  an  al- 
teration of  Senfation  in  Fever,  as  to  de- 
^gree  and  equability,  have  been  enume- 
irated.  It  is  evidently  a prime  fymp- 
itom  of  febrile  Derangement  of  the 
Nervous  Syftcm  ; its  Enormity  as  a 
<Caufe  is  afeertained  from  the  Intenfity 
of  its  Symptoms  which  are  its  Eflfeds. 

C. 

The  Enormity  of  febrile  Senfibility 
(XCIX.)  (which  it  would  be  no  diffi- 
ccult  talk  to  £hew  is  not  feldom  a di- 
rre£t  and  indire<5t  caufe  of  Death ) is  ah- 
ileviated. 

J^egatively  by 

1,  Remedies  recounted  under  the 
■fir ft  Principle  of  Cure. 

F 2 


Pofitively 
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Pcfilively  by 

2.  Tepid  Bath. 

3.  Dilution. 

4.  Opium. 


CL 

Tepid  Bath. 

Water  heated  or  in  which  Fire  is  ac- 
cumulated till  its  Temperature  be  more 
or  Icfs  raifcd  above  that  of  the  Atmo- 
fphere,  but  ftill  below  that  of  the  ge- 
neral Surface  of  the  Body,  conftitutcs 
the  Tepid  Bath  of  which  Foment  a- 
lion.  Poultice,  &c.  are  Modifications. 


CII. 

Experience  univerfally  feems  to 
prove  the  foothing  or  anodyne  Pow'cr 

of 
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of  the  Tepid  Bath  (CL)  duly  regula- 
ted. It  is  not  improbable  that  this  Ef- 
feft  is  produced  by  the  Solvent  Power 
which  Water polTcffes  over  the  cohelion 
of  the  fimple  animal  Solid:  therefore 
evidently  its  application  inFeverought 
to  be  as  general  and  continued  as  pof- 
lible  j and  its  Temperature  not  greater 
than  gently  to  promote  its  Solvent  In- 
fluence : an  excefs  of  Temperature  is 
hurtfully  deranging. 


cm. 

Dilution. 

Tepid  Drink  or  Dilution  till  it  be 
abforbed  by  the  Veflels  of  the  Intcf- 
tines  is  the  Tepid  Bath  applied  to  the 
external  furface  of  the  Body  j after  it 
is*reccivcd  into  the  Veflels  and  blend- 
ed with  the  Fluids  in  Circulation,  it  is 
the  Tepid  Bath  applied  to  its  internal 
or  vafcular  furface  (fo  to  fpeak)  : and 
therefore  its  plentiful  adminiftration  as 
F 3 a 
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Remedy  to  alleviate  febrile  Senfibillty  ,is 
juftifiable  upon  the  fiime  Principle  with  ■ 
the  ufc  of  the  Tepid  Bath.  (Cl.)  It  is 
not  eafy  to  conceive,  that,  its  aftion 
-jvithin  and  without  the  veffels,  Ihould  ^ 
not  be  the  fame.  > 


CIV. 

OpI  UM. 

Few  will  be  bold  enough  to  deny,- 
that  Opium  uniformly  produces /oc/A- 
ing  and  anodyne  Effefts ; or,  that,  it 
diminijhcs  Scnfibility  more  or  lefs  fud- 
denly.  Its  llimulant  effeft,  (if  it  pof- 
feCTes  any)  is  tranfient,  and  therefore 
to  be  difregarded  j it  may  juftly  be 
characterized, 

“ Tir’d  Nature’s  fvvect  Reftorer.” 

Prejudices  groundlefs  and  fanciful, 
prevail  againft  its  Ufe ; They  feem 
to  be  derived  from  the  humoral 

rathology,  which  chiefly  refcn-.^ 

Difeafe 


0/  F E V E R. 

Dlfeafe  to  morbid  Alterations  of  the 
Fluids.  Innumerable  Fafts  manifcft, 
that,  Opium  acts  direBIy  on  the  fen- 
tient  Solid  ; and,  that,  in  Fever,  judi- 
cioufly  adminiftered,  it  is  calculated 
to  produce  the  moil  blifsful  Effects.. 


CV. 

Altered  State  of  Sleep.  (XXIII.) 

It  has  been  affirmed,  that  the  al- 
tered State  of  Sleep  in  Fever,  may 
be  Comatofe  and  Phrenifie,  or  depending 
on  the  ftate  of  the  Circulation  of  the 
Fluids  : this,  with  extreme  attention, 
is  to  be  diftinguilhed  from  an  al- 
teration of  the  State  of  Sleep  origi- 
nating from  febrile  Senfibility  : (C.) 
becaufe  they  demand  a curative  Treat- 
ment diametrically  oppofite  to  each 
other.  A miftake  may  be  highly 
deftruclive,  or  even  fatal. 
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CVI. 

Comatofeor  Phrenitic  Slfeep,  (GV.) 
obvioufly  demands  alleviation  from  the 
Remedies  detailed  as  conducive  to 
regulate  the  Enormity  of  the  Circu- 
lation of  the  Fluids,  (LXXV.)  propoiv 
tionally  adminiftered. 


evil. 

Altered  State  of  Sleep  in  Fever, 
or  rather  febrile  Watchfulnefs  de- 
pending on  altered  Senfibility;  fo 
detrimental  to  the  Plaftic  Procefs, 
(XIV.)  (as  is  evident  from  Analogy 
and  Induftion)  become  enormous; 
is  to  be  alleviated  by  the  Remedies 
which  moderate  febrile  Senhbility. 
(Cl.) 


CVIII, 
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CVIII. 

D'ljiurbed  Rejiedlion.  (XXIV.) 

It  has  been  mentioned,  that  Raving, 
Delirium,  or  dillurbed  Refleclion,  is 
a very  conftant,  and  often  a prime 
fymptom  of  febrile  Derangement.  It 
isalmofl  impoffible  that  it  fliould  not. 


CIX. 

Like  the  altered  State  of  Sleep, 
(CV.)  febrile  Delirium  may  flow 
from  the  Rate  of  the  Circulation  of 
the  Fluids,  or  the  Derangement  of  the 
Nervous  Syftem  ; — the  former  is  ge- 
nerally furious,  the  other  calm,  and 
may  be  named  confequently  phreniiic, 
and  nervous  or  mild  Delirium.  The 
importance  of  accurate  Diferimination 
here  is  obvious.  The  Enormity  of 
the  former  is  alleviated  by  the  Reme- 
dies enumerated  to  moderate  that  of 

the- 
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the  Circulation  of  the  Fluids,  (LXXIII.) 
the  latter  by  thofe  diminifhing  febrile 
Senlibility.  (CL) 


ex. 

Putridity.  (XXV.) 

The  Source,  the  Symptoms,  and  the 
Nature  of  febrile  Putridity  have  been 
noticed.  It  not  being  a nccejfary  but 
an  accidental  occurrence  on  Fever,  is  a 
circumftance  demanding  ultimate  At- 
tention ; becaufe  its  very  Exiftencc  is, 
as  far  as  may  be,  to  be  fuperfeded,and 
much  more,  is  its  Enormity  to  be  alle- 
viated. It  is  a Power  of  univerfal  ac- 
tion, always  deranging,  and  often  fa- 
tally fubverfive  of  the  Plaftic  Procefs. 
(XLV.)  Its  prevalence  gives  to  Fever 
the  denominations  of  Petechial  or  Spot- 
ted, of  Putrid  and  Malignant,  &c.  ac- 
cording to  circumftances. 
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CXI. 

It  has  already  been  remarked,  that 
ithe  Alteration  or  Diminution  of  Vi- 
jgour^  a prime  Symptom,  or  immediate 
jproduflion  of  the  Proximate  Caufe  of 
Fever,  (XXX.)  acquires  continual  aug- 
’ mentation,  from  the  Acceflion  jnd 
IProgrefs  of  the  putrid  f aline  or  feptic 
IProcefs  ; which  generally  more  or  lefs 
<exills,  cfpecially  in  the  more  advanced 
I periods  of  Fever.  It  probably  confifts 
m 2.n  excefs  of  Animalization  ; and  its 
debilitating  effects  flow  from  its  mor- 
bidly and  radically  alfefting  the  com- 
pofition,  ftrudure  and  cohefion  of  the 
Fluids  and  Solids;  proportionally  there- 
fore Tapping  and  fuffbeating  the  Plaf- 

tic  Procefs.  (XLV.) 

* 

CXII. 

The  high  Importance  of  counteracl- 
ibg  the  putrefeent  Tendency,  and  of 

checking 
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checking  and  (fiminifhing  Putridity  in  I 
Fever,  (XLV.)  is  neceffarily  apparent.  | 
In  Health  this  is  effected  by  conftant  J 
fupplies  of  Aliment,  efpecially  of  fuch  | 
as  is  confiderably  remote  in  quality 
from  the  animal  Nature,  namely,  ve- 
getable Subftances. 


CXIII. 


From  what  is  premifed  refpecHng 
the  Nature,  the  Prevention,  and  the 
alleviationof  febrile  Puti'idity,  (CXI.) 
it  is  evident  that  all  antifebrile  Reme- 
dies, enumerated  under  one  or  other 
of  the  Principles  of  Cure,  (XLV.)  as 
tending  to  circumferibe  Fever,  of  which 
Putridity  in  a high  degree  is  the  Crea- 
tor or  Effec'l ; efpecially  the  dietetic,  na- 
turcil,  po^'crful  Remedies,  (the  giand 
healing  Agents  in  Fever)  will  propor- 
tionally prove  antifipticov  corrective  of 


Putridity. 
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cxrv. 

The  principal  aniifeptlc  Remedies 
iin  Fever  are, 

1.  Vegetables. 

2.  Vinous  Liquor. 
Pharmaceutic  Substances. 


cxv. 

Vegetables. 

Daily  Experience  irrefutably  evinces 
ithe  antifeptic  powers  of  Vegetables  in 
‘the  Animal  Oeconomy.  In  Fever  too 
imuch  attention  cannot  be  paid  to  ad- 
iminifter  them  of  proper  Quality  and 
Fcrm  in  abundance.  Their  mealy  fa^ 
irinaceous  Parts  and  Fruits  arc  the  moft 
•proper. 

G 
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CXVI. 

Vinous  Lro.uoR. 

Fermented  vinous  Liquor  of  every 
kind,  comprehending  the  various  Ales-,  > 
as  well  as  thefe  commonly  called  Wines^ 
are  eminently  antifeptic,  and  of  courfe 
cordial  in  fever,  cfpccially  after  any  ] 
tendency  to  Inflammation  has  been  ; 
obviated.  Thefe  would  feem  to*  acF  ! 
more  from  the  nutritious  -vegetable  Mat- 
ter than  the  ardent  Spirit  they  contain. 

It  is  not  cafy  to  conceive  how  ardent 
vSpirit  fliould  produce  antifeptic  effects 
on  living  animal  Siibflancc.  Ihe  de- 
gree of  Putridity,  will  indicate  the 
quantity  in  which  Vegetables  ought  to 
be  employed. 


CXVH. 

Pharmaceutic  Substances. 

The  chief  Drugs  fuppofed  to  be  an- 
tifcptic  in  Fever  j are 


1. 


2.  Acid  Simple  Salts. 


1'.  Peruvian  Bark. 
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Peruvian  Bark 

^ Peruvian  Bark,  admiting  its  anti^ 
Jeptic  Power,  its  influence  on  febrile 
^ ‘ IPutridity  muft  fall  greatly  below  that 
. lof  the  grand  alimentary  Antifeptics, 
^ I'C.)  it  is  exceedingly  indigeftible, 
raf  flow  Operation,  and  inadequate  to 
produce  great  and  genci'al  effecls,  inref- 
- ne£l  of  the  comparatively  fmall  Quanti- 
^ r,y  or  Dofe  to  which  in  its  nature  it  is 
'fftrided;  Its  antefeptic  Power,  at  leall 
:o  any  confiderable  extent,  in  the  liv- 
.ng  Body,  is  not  a little  difputable  and 
-wibigucus^ 


CXIX. 

Acid  Simple  Salts. 

The  antifeptic  Influence  of  all  fa- 


line 
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% 

line  Subftances  over  the  living  Bo^y,  | 
is  abundantly  ambiguous  ; — a con-  | 
trary  one  might  with  plaufibility  be 
dreaded  ; — the  vitriolic  Acid  diluted  or 
Elixir  of  Vitriol ; — the  fermented  and  | 
native  Vegetable  Acid,  or  Vinegar  and  (I 
acid  Fruit,  formerly  mentioned  as 
Refrigerants  (LXXXV.);  are  the  Ample 
acid  Salts  which  have  been  efteemed  an-  ^ 
tifcptic  in  Fever.  The  fmall  propor-  | 
tion,  that,  in  their  utmofl  Dofc  they  % 
bear  to  the  whole  animal  mafs  of  ^ 
Fluids  and  Solids  fuppofed  to  be  af-  ■ 
fe<Ted  with  Putridity,  is  demonftrativc  ; 
of  their  comparative  Infignificance : 
cfpecially  if  it  be  confidcred,  that 
they  arc  incapable  of  nutritious  Ap« 
plication  by  the  animal  Procefs. 
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